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      ANNUAL REPORT 2025



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2025

The annual general meeting of the Church of England Record Society was held in the Bancroft Room, Lambeth Palace Library, on 4 July 2025. 

Apologies were received and were duly recorded. The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 1 July 2024 were approved as a correct record. The Annual Report for 2024 was accepted. The President thanked the Honorary Secretary for compiling the annual report.

The Honorary Treasurer presented the statement of accounts. It was agreed to raise member subscriptions to cover increasing costs.

The Honorary Secretary gave his report.

The Honorary General Editor was unable to attend, but his report was read out. He was pleased to note that four volumes would shortly be published.  Several other volumes were in the pipeline. The thanks of the meeting to Gareth Atkins for his continuing work as Honorary General Editor were minuted.

The Membership Secretary discussed current membership figures. Nicholas Cranfield noted the importance of recruiting new members. 

The meeting moved to the election of officers. Alec Ryrie was re-elected as President. Gareth Atkins was elected as Honorary General Editor. Joshua Bennett was elected as Honorary Treasurer. Matthew Grimley was re-elected as Honorary Secretary. 

Mr. Simon Purvis of Dr Williams’s Library having agreed to continue as Independent Examiner, he was duly re-elected.

There was one vacancy for an ordinary member of the Society’s Council. John Coffey was elected.
  
The new Council therefore comprised: Dr Mark Byford, Dr Joshua Bennett, Professor Hilary Carey, Professor John Coffey, Dr David Crankshaw, the Very Revd Dr David Hoyle, Dr Harriet Lyon, Dr Jacqueline Rose, and Dr Rebecca Warren.











2025 LECTURE

The 2025 lecture was given by Prof Philip Williamson on 4 July 2025 in the Bancroft Room at Lambeth Palace Library, entitled ‘Royal Prayers: Henry VIII to Charles III’. 


2026 LECTURE
The 2026 lecture will be given by Dr Laura Mair on 2 July 2026 in the Bancroft Room at Lambeth Palace Library, entitled ‘“I hope to make something of him”: Discernment and disorder in the ragged school classroom, 1850-1867’.

PUBLICATIONS: REPORT FROM THE HON. GENERAL EDITOR

I am very pleased to be able to confirm the imminent appearance of two volumes. One is a new departure: a joint publication with the London Record Society, The Visitations of Horace Salusbury Cotton, Ordinary of Newgate: a Prison Chaplain’s Journals, 1823-1838, edited by Simon Devereaux. The other is The Correspondence of Archdeacon Francis Blackburne (1705-1787), edited by G.M. Ditchfield. These two quite substantial volumes represent an important further step in the Council’s plan to ‘catch up’ with our publication schedule, and should be sent out together in the second half of 2026, or possibly around the turn of the year. These will be volumes 31 and 32: those allocated to 2024 and 2025 subscribers.

Further volumes at an advanced stage of preparation include Grant Tapsell (ed.), The Correspondence of William Sancroft; Andrew Atherstone (ed.), Charles Simeon’s Letters: a New Collection; John Walsh and Stephen Taylor (eds), The Papers of the Elland Society, 1769-1818; and Laura Mair (ed.), The Journals of Martin Ware: a Ragged School Archive. The Council also has before it a proposal by Jeremy Morris for a volume on John Moorman’s diary of the Second Vatican Council. 

As ever, proposals for putative volumes are very welcome. I am glad to field any enquiries via e-mail: ga240@cam.ac.uk or by post: Dr Gareth Atkins, Queens’ College, Cambridge CB3 9ET.

On some other matters: during this past year, the Council has taken the opportunity to standardize prices both now and across our back list. Buyers now pay £75 for books below 400pp, £95 for those up to 700pp, and £125 for those above that: aside from modestly increasing royalties from sales, this preserves a healthy margin between what members pay and the full price. Recommend joining to your friends! Those who are running short of shelf space may be interested to know that e-books are now available for all of our volumes, including those that are physically out of print.

Volume 32 will be the last one indebted to the Society's dedicated long-serving copy-editor, Linda Randall. I am grateful for all of her work on our behalf, but in particular for her humane, humorous, commonsensical approach even to the biggest tasks. To my delight and relief, we have secured in Hester Higton an experienced and highly regarded successor. 

A full list of the volumes that have been accepted for publication by Council is printed at the end of this report and details of the Society's past publications may be viewed on the series page of our publisher's website: 
https://boydellandbrewer.com/search-results/?series=church-of-england-record-society
or by following the links on the Society's website:
http://www.coers.org/publications/index.html
This also includes a model recent proposal for an edition which we hope will be of value for anyone considering putting forward an idea for a volume.
Gareth Atkins
June 2026
THE SOCIETY’S WEBSITE
Thanks to Mrs Claire Cinnamond, the Society’s website (www.coers.org) is regularly updated with information on forthcoming publications, Council members, with their terms of office, details of the Annual General Meeting and Lecture, and a copy of the latest Annual Report. Forms for membership and purchase of back volumes are also available there. Mark Byford and Kenneth Fincham’s exemplary proposal for their new volume, Shaping the Jacobean Religious Settlement: The Hampton Court Conference 1604 has been placed on the website, as a model to assist those writing future proposals. 
	
MEMBERSHIP AND COMMUNICATIONS

If you are uncertain about your membership status or need to notify us of a change of postal or email address, please contact the Membership Secretary (coersmembers@gmail.com).

HON. TREASURER’S REPORT
Hon. Treasurer’s report
The COERS accounts from 1 January to 31 December 2025 are included overleaf. Our Independent Examiner, Simon Purvis, has reviewed and approved these accounts, to which he has appended several notes. In 2025 the COERS recorded a deficit of £3,138 as a result of the costs of producing two publications. Subscription income increased slightly in 2025, to £7,723, up from £7,296 in 2024. Whilst the Society’s cash balances are currently healthy, it is worth noting that the COERS was dependent on grants for publication, over and above normal subscription income, to keep the deficit comparatively modest. Mr Purvis observed that the Henson volume cost £9,565 to produce, whilst ordinary income for the year (i.e. subscriptions and royalties, without subventions) amounted to £9,174.      
Separately from the money held in its HSBC account, the COERS has held two forms of accumulation bonds with its investment manager, M&G, in recent years: a Charifund and a Charibond investment. M&G closed the Charibond in 2025, and is currently keeping the money COERS formerly invested in it in a holding account. The Council will discuss what to do with the money at its meeting on 2 July.    
Joshua Bennett
29 June 2026

	COERS accounts 1 January 2025 to 31 December 2025
	

	 
	2025
	2024

	INCOME
	 
	£

	Subscriptions
	7,723
	7,296

	Royalties
	1,451
	1,134

	Additional book sales
	8
	260

	Bank interest and dividends
	0
	0

	Grants for publications (restricted)
	12,500
	2,000

	
	
	

	Total
	 £     21,682 
	 £       10,690 

	 
	 
	 

	EXPENDITURE
	 
	 

	Direct charitable expenditure:
	 
	 

	     Publication costs
	17,961
	4,571

	     Copy-editing
	1,825
	5,084

	     Book scanning costs
	0
	0

	     Book storage costs
	612
	615

	     Distribution of publications
	1,822
	1,209

	Indirect charitable expenditure:
	 
	 

	     Independent examiners fees
	200
	100

	     Meeting/annual report
	125
	344

	     Administration and website domain fees 
	0
	52

	     Bank charges and refunds
	45
	67

	     Collection fees
	2,230
	2,281

	
	
	

	Total
	 £     24,820
	 £       14,323 

	 
	 
	 

	Surplus (Deficit) of Receipts over Payments
	(3,138)
	(3,633)

	Bank balances at 1 January 2025
	33,976
	37,609

	Bank balances at 31 December 2025
	30,838
	33,976

	 
	 
	 

	STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES
	 
	 

	HSBC Current Account at 31 December 2025
	        30,714
	       33,534 

	PayPal Account at 31 December 2025
	            124 
	              442

	Total
	 £    30,838 
	 £   33,976 





	
Investment Assets (see notes)
	
31 Dec 2025
	
31 Dec 2024

	
M&G Charibond 
	
£29,424
	
£28,599

	M&G Charifund
	£36,270
	£29,111

	
	
	




The attached notes form part of these financial statements.
These accounts have been prepared for the approval of the Council at their meeting on 2nd July 2026.

NOTES TO ACCOUNTS

· Investment Assets: In August 2014 the Society invested £15,000 in a Charifund Fixed Investment (Accumulation units). The Fund balance at 31 December 2025 is shown above. Distribution income received in the year of £1,740.94 was retained and is reflected in the price of the units/shares. The Society also invested £20,000 in July 2011 in a Charibond Fixed Interest Fund (Accumulative shares). This fund was closed on 24th June 2025. The Fund balance at 31 December 2025 is shown above and is held by M&G. Distribution income received in the period to 24th June 2025 of £640.17 was retained.
· The Hon. Treasurer has identified the high cost of the subscription collection provider and is in the process of making alternative collection arrangements.
· Deficit for year: Two publications were made in the year which resulted in the society making a deficit. This was despite a receipt of £5,000 for a future publication and a receipt of £7,500 subvention for National Prayers Vol IV that was published in the year.  
· The society has received grants totalling £5,000 for the future publication of the Correspondence of Francis Blackburne. It has also received a grant of £2,000 for the future publication of Charles Simeon’s letters.

Reserves:  The total assets of £96,532 meet our reserves policy of four years’ income, designed to cover the costs of two volumes in process of publication and the expenses of the Society’s AGM and Annual Report. 
Risk Management: The Trustees have identified major risks and believe that appropriate action has been taken to mitigate these.
Governance: The Trustees are satisfied with the accounting systems and procedures, which the Society has in place, in the light of the size of annual income and expenditure. All disbursements of £150 or greater have to be authorised by two of either the President, Honorary Secretary, Executive Secretary or Honorary Treasurer.					   

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT
To the Trustees and Members of the Church of England Record Society

I have examined the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2025 as set out on the preceding two pages.

Responsibilities and basis of report.

As the charity’s trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (“the Act”).

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act and in carrying out my examination, I have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner’s statement.

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me cause to believe that in any material respect: 

· accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or
· the accounts did not accord with the accounting records


I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.


Simon Purvis, 
28th June 2026
9 Hedley Court, Putney Hill, SW15 3NS.
		   




THE  SOCIETY’S  PUBLICATIONS
Volume 1:	Kenneth Fincham, Visitation Articles and Injunctions of the Early Stuart 			Church, vol.1, 1994. £60. (£30)*†
Volume 2:	Jeremy Gregory, The Speculum of Archbishop Thomas Secker: the 				Diocese of Canterbury, 1758–1768, 1995. £60. (£30)*
Volume 3:	Sarah Brewer, The Early Letters of Bishop Richard Hurd, 1739–1762, 			1995. £75. (£37.50)*
Volume 4:	Andrew Chandler, Brethren in Adversity: Bishop George Bell, the Church 			of England and the Crisis of German Protestantism, 1933–1939, 1997. 			£60. (£30)*
Volume 5:	Kenneth Fincham, Visitation Articles and Injunctions of the Early Stuart 			Church, vol. 2, 1998. £60. (£30)*
Volume 6:	Gerald Bray, The Anglican Canons, 1529–1947, 1998. £95. (£47.50)* 
Volume 7:	Stephen Taylor, From Cranmer to Davidson. A Church of England				Miscellany, 1999. £60. (£30)* 
Volume 8:	Gerald Bray, Tudor Church Reform: the Henrician Canons of 1535 and 			the Reformatio Legum Ecclesiasticarum, 2000. £95. (£47.50)* 
Volume 9:	Susan Mumm, All Saints Sisters of the Poor. An Anglican Sisterhood in 			the Nineteenth Century, 2001. £60. (£30)*
Volume 10: 	Patrick Collinson, John Craig and Brett Usher, Conferences and 				Combination Lectures in the Elizabethan Church. Dedham and  Bury St. 			Edmunds, 1582– 1590, 2003. £60. (£30)*
Volume 11:	Tom Webster and Kenneth Shipps, The Diary of Samuel Rogers, 1634–			1638, 2004. £60. (£30)*
Volume 12:	Mark Smith and Stephen Taylor, Evangelicalism in the Church of England 		c.1790–c.1890, 2004. £60. (£30)*
Volume 13:	Anthony Milton, The British Delegation and the Synod of Dort, 1618–19, 			2005. £75. (£37.50)*
Volume 14:	Henrietta Blackmore, The Beginning of Women's Ministry. The Revival of 			the Deaconess in the Nineteenth-Century Church of England, 2007. £60 			(£30)*
Volume 15:	G. M. Ditchfield, The Letters of Theophilus Lindsey (1728–1808), vol. 1, 			2007. £90. (£45)*
Volume 16:	Michael Snape, The Back Parts of War. The Y.M.C.A. Memoirs and 			Letters of Barclay Baron, 1915–1919. 2009. £60. (£30)*
Volume 17:	Susan Hardman Moore, The Diary of Thomas Larkham, 1647–1669. 2011. 		£70. (£35)*
Volume 18:	Melanie Barber and Stephen Taylor, with Gabriel Sewell, From the 		Reformation to the Permissive Society. A Miscellany in Celebration of    		the 400th Anniversary of Lambeth Palace Library. 2010. £100. (£50)*
Volume 19:	G. M. Ditchfield The Correspondence of the Revd Theophilus Lindsey 		(1723– 1808). Volume II: 1789–1808. 2012. £100. (£50).*
Volume 20:	Natalie Mears, Alasdair Raffe, Stephen Taylor and Philip Williamson 		(with Lucy Bates), National Prayers. Special Worship since the 			Reformation. Volume 1: Special Prayers, Fasts and Thanksgivings in the British Isles 1533– 1688. 2013. £100. (£50)*
Volume 21:	Andrew Atherstone, The Journal of Bishop Daniel Wilson of Calcutta, 			1845- 1857. 2014. £70. (£35)*
Volume 22: 	Philip Williamson, Alasdair Raffe, Stephen Taylor and Natalie Mears,		National Prayers. Special Worship since the Reformation. Volume II: 		General Fasts, Thanksgivings and Special Prayers in the British Isles, 		1689–1870. 2017. £120. (£60).*
Volume 23:	Kenneth Fincham, The Further Correspondence of William Laud. 2018. 			£75. (£37.50).*
Volume 24:     Leonie James, The Household Accounts of William Laud, Archbishop  of Canterbury, 1635–1642. 2019.
Volume 25:     Peter Howson, The First World War Diaries of the Rt. Rev. Llewellyn   Gwynne, July 1915-July 1916. 2019.
Volume 26:     Philip Williamson, Alasdair Raffe, Stephen Taylor and Natalie Mears,   National Prayers. Special Worship since the Reformation, Volume 3: Worship for National and Royal Occasions in the United Kingdom, 1871-2016, 2021, ( £120)
Volume 27:     Tom Reid, The Restoration of the Church of England: Canterbury Diocese, 1663. 2022.
Volume 28:	Graham Hart, Proceedings Against the ‘Scandalous Ministers’ of Essex, 1644-1645. 2024.
Volume 29:	National Prayers. Special Worship since the Reformation, Volume 4:.eds, Philip Williamson, Alasdair Raffe, Stephen Taylor and Natalie Mears.   
Volume 30:	Birkenhead, All Souls, and the Making of Herbert Hensley Henson: The Early Journals, 1885-1887, ed. Frank Field and Julia Stapleton.

Outside the main series the Society has published: 
Patrick Collinson, The History of a History Man. Or, the Twentieth Century from a Safe Distance. 2011. Out of print. 
Published by The Boydell Press, in association with the Church of England Record Society: 
The Records of Convocation, ed. Gerald Bray. 20 vols, 2006.††
* indicates reduced price to members wishing to purchase back numbers or additional copies. Members should send orders for back copies to the Honorary Treasurer. 
† now available as print on demand. 
†† please contact Boydell and Brewer Ltd for details of these volumes.


FUTURE PUBLICATIONS
The following proposals for editions have been accepted for publication:
The Papers of the Elland Society 1769-1818, ed. John Walsh and Stephen Taylor.
The Correspondence of William Sancroft, ed. Grant Tapsell.
The Sermons of the Revd John Sharp, ed. Françoise Deconinck-Brossard.
The 1669 Return of Nonconformist Conventicles, ed. David Wykes. 
The Correspondence of Francis Blackburne, ed. G. M. Ditchfield. 
The Letters and Papers of William Paley, ed. Neil Hitchin. 
The Correspondence and Papers of Charles Simeon, ed. Andrew Atherstone.
The Correspondence and Papers of Archbishop Richard Neile, 1598–1640, ed. Andrew Foster.
The Diary of an Oxford Parson: the Revd John Hill, Vice-Principal of St. Edmund Hall, Oxford, 1805–1808, 1820–1855, ed. Grayson Carter.
Correspondence of Archbishop Lang with Bishop Wilfrid Parker, ed. Garth Turner.
Shaping the Jacobean Religious Settlement: The Hampton Court Conference 1604, eds. Mark Byford and Kenneth Fincham. 
Laura Mair (ed.), The Journals of Martin Ware: a Ragged School Archive.
Suggestions for publications are welcome and should be addressed to:
The General Editor, Dr Gareth Atkins, Queens’ College, Cambridge, CB3 9ET or at ga240@cam.ac.uk 




